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Overview of  the 
Georgia Alternate 
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Overview of  GAA 2.0
• In general, the assessment field is making 

substantial progress in the ways in which students 
with significant cognitive disabilities are assessed 
on state academic content standards. 

• The Georgia Alternate Assessment is being 
redesigned to better ensure that students with 
significant cognitive disabilities are:
• given the opportunity to demonstrate achievement of 

the knowledge, concepts, and skills inherent in the 
standards.
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AA-AAS Requirements

• Both ESSA and IDEA allow for alternate assessments 
for students with significant cognitive disabilities 
based on alternate achievement standards.

• GAA is an alternate assessment based on alternate 
achievement standards, which are aligned to grade-
level general education standards that are reduced 
in depth, breadth, and complexity.
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GAA 2.0 Overview

• The new GAA 2.0 will: 
• align to the Georgia Standards of Excellence;
• reduce teachers’ burden related to selecting or 

developing tasks;
• bring greater standardization to the 

administration;
• improve scoring reliability;
• have standardized and scripted tasks with 

multiple access points; and
• have one assessment window in the Spring.
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Blueprints

• The GAA 2.0 blueprints include:
• claims that describe what students know and are 

able to do in the content area; 

• targets that describe the specific skills in the 
prioritized content standards, which are part of 
the larger claim; 

• content standards that will be assessed within 
each target; 

• Depth-of-Knowledge (DOK) that represents the 
range of complexity within the extended 
standards; and

• relative proportional weighting of each claim.
8October 2018
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Example – Grade 3 Math 
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Extended Standards

• The extensions demonstrate how a grade level 
standard can be made accessible for students with 
significant cognitive disabilities for both instruction 
and assessment.

• They are broken down into extensions, starting 
with the least complex and moving to the most 
complex.

• The far-left extension represents the entry point for 
students to engage with the content.
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Example –
Grade 3 Math
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GAA 2.0 Spring 2019

Test Design and 

Assessment 

Components
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Subjects Assessed
by Grade

Grades ELA Mathematics Science
Social 

Studies

K x x

3 x x

4 x x

5 x x x x

6 x x

7 x x

8 x x x x

11 x x x x
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GAA 2.0 Test Design

• Structure of GAA 2.0 
• Discrete tasks developed for each grade and 

content area.

• Tasks written to three (3) levels of complexity, 
starting with the least complex part and 
increasing in complexity. Most students should 
be able to engage with and respond to at least 
one part of each task. 

• A scenario or passage is provided at the 
beginning of each task and serves as an 
introduction.
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Assessment Features

• Use of scenarios to engage student interest and 
activate background knowledge

• Large simple graphics

• Accessible font size

• Short simple sentences

• Avoids extraneous wording

• Use of common proper nouns (names)

• Directive questions
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Key Terminology

Term Definition Example

Accommodations Adjusting the way a task is 
presented or how a student 
responds to the task

Provide textured materials, 
opportunities for the student to 
use AAC, manipulatives, etc.

Scaffolding Support that is built into the 
task to increase a student’s 
ability to access various levels of 
complexity within a task

Includes accessibility features and 
additional information that is 
provided via standardized script 
and does not require the Test 
Examiner to do anything outside of 
administering a task. 

Stopping Rule Stopping the test for a student 
who does not have an 
observable response mode. 

Provides a standardized procedure 
for Test Examiners to stop testing.

17October 2018
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Scaffolding 

• Support that is built into the task to increase a 
student’s ability to access various levels of 
complexity within a task.

• All scaffolding instructions are provided in the Test 
Examiner Booklet and provide the student an 
additional opportunity to show what they know 
and can do.

• If the student does not respond as indicated in the 
Test Examiner Booklet, additional scaffolding will be 
provided. 
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Task Structure
• Tasks begin with a scenario, and then each part 

progresses from the least complex to the most 
complex. 

• SAY/DO statements are included for the Test 
Examiner to follow.

19

Scenario

Part A

Least Complex

Part B
Part C

Most Complex 

October 2018
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Assessment Materials

The following are the primary printed materials that 
you will use to administer the assessment. 

• Test Examiner Booklet

• Student Booklet

• Student Response Document
• Post administration, responses must be transcribed into 

the Nextera test delivery system.

October 2018 20
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Test Examiner Booklet

• The Test Examiner Booklet 
contains the “Say” and “Do” 
statements that provide a 
standardized script to follow 
when administering an 
assessment task.

• The information/script in Test 
Examiner Booklet will only be 
seen by the Test Examiner and will 
not be seen by the student. 

October 2018 21
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SAY/DO Instructions

• The Test Examiner will read aloud each statement 
in bold following         . 

• Each         statement provides the instructions for 
what the Test Examiner needs to do during the 
administration.

• If there is a graphic in the task that is needed to 
answer the question, a graphic description will be 
provided as a          statement. 
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Sample Task 1-
Scenario

23October 2018

We use groups of objects to help us multiply. 

Point to the plates.

Here are three plates.

Point to the two cookies on each plate.

Each plate has two cookies. There are three groups of two cookies.
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Sample Task 1–
Scenario (Cont.)

24October 2018

Point to the multiplication sentence.

Three times two can help us find the total number of cookies. We can also show 
this with repeated addition.

Point to the addition sentence.

We can write two plus two plus two equals six. This also shows three groups of 
two. 

2 + 2 + 2 = 6
Point to the six in each equation.

We get the same answer if we multiply or use repeated addition.
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Student Booklet

• Contains student facing 
assessment materials 
including graphics and 
answer choices.

• Contains only the 
information and graphics 
that the student needs to 
answer the question. 

• Does not contain the Test 
Examiner’s directions and 
administration 
information.

October 2018 25
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Sample Task 1–
Scenario Student 
Booklet
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Part A

• Low complexity content

• The most basic presentation of the GSEs and 
Extended Standards

• May assess pre-requisite skills 

• Basic text and simplified graphics help to support 
understanding at this level

• Two answer options are provided at this level; most 
answer options include graphics
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Sample Task 1 - Part A
Part A: Low complexity content/High support
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Point to the vases and two flowers in each vase.

James has four vases. Each vase has two flowers. We can use repeated addition to 
find the total number of flowers. 

Show me the numbers you add to find how many flowers James has. 

Point to each answer option as you read it.

Four plus two. Two plus two plus two plus two.
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Sample Task 1 - Part A 
Scaffolding
Part A: Scaffolding Example
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If the student responds to Part A by selecting answer option B, record 
the student’s response and then present Part B.

If the student responds to Part A by selecting answer option A, record 
the student’s response, provide the scaffolding below, and then ask 
the question again.

If the student does not respond to Part A, record “no response,” 
provide the scaffolding below, and then ask the question again.
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Sample Task 1 - Part A 
Scaffolding (Cont.)
Part A: Scaffolding Example

30October 2018

Point to each vase and the flowers in that vase.

The first vase has two flowers, the second vase has two flowers, the third vase has two 
flowers, and the fourth vase has two flowers. Show me the numbers you add to find 
how many flowers James has.

Point to each answer option as you read it.

Four plus two. Two plus two plus two plus two.

Record the student’s response and then present Part B.

If the student does not respond, record “no response” and then present Part B.
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Sample Task 1 – Part A 
Student Booklet

October 2018 31

Grade and content Task number, part, and 
graphic number within 
the part

Identifier to help track 
materials if cut apart

• Response options 
should only be cut 
apart if there is a 
disability-based need 
to do so.

• Response options 
should be placed on 
the work surface 
exactly as they appear 
in the Test Examiner 
Booklet.
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Part B

• Moderate complexity content

• Represents an entry-level skill

• Features simple text with some academic language

• 3 answer options 

• Graphics may be more academic in nature than 
those provided for Part A

32October 2018

http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Sample Task 1 - Part B
Part B: Moderate complexity content/Moderate support
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Point to the bowls of peaches.

Carly put some peaches into three bowls. Each bowl has four peaches.

Point to the multiplication expression.

We can use multiplication to find the total number of peaches Carly has. Three 
times four.

3 x 4
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Sample Task 1 - Part B
Part B: Moderate complexity content/Moderate support

34October 2018

Show me the addition sentence that is the same as the total number 
of peaches in all three bowls.

Point to each answer option as you read it.

Three plus four. Three plus three plus three. Four plus four plus four.
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Sample Task 1 - Part B
Scaffolding

Part B: Scaffolding Example

35October 2018

If the student responds to Part B by selecting answer option C, record the 
student’s response and then present Part C.

If the student responds to Part B by selecting answer option A or answer option B, 
record the student’s response, provide scaffolding by covering the answer option 
that the student selected, and then ask the question again.

If the student does not respond to Part B, record “no response,” provide 
scaffolding by covering answer option B, and then ask the question again.
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Sample Task 1 - Part B
Scaffolding

Part B: Scaffolding Example

36October 2018

Cover the answer option selected by the student OR answer option B if the 
student did not respond.

Show me the addition sentence that is the same as the total number of 
peaches in all three bowls.

Point to the remaining answer options as you read them.

Record the student’s response and then present Part C.

If the student does not respond, record “no response” and then present Part C.
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Sample Task 1 – Part B
Student Booklet

October 2018 37
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Part C

• High complexity content 

• May include multiple parts, require the student to 
make inferences, or require the application of 
previous learning

• Graphics for Part C may require the student to 
interpret or make an inference

• Graphics not included for all activities in Part C

38October 2018
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Sample Task 1 - Part C
Part C: High complexity content/Low support

39October 2018

Point to each row of buttons.

Angela has some buttons. She puts them into three rows.
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Sample Task 1 - Part C
Part C: High complexity content/Low support
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Show me the multiplication sentence to find the number of 
buttons Angela has. 

Point to each answer option as you read it.

Three times one equals blank. Three times three equals blank. 
Three times five equals blank.
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Sample Task 1 - Part C
Scaffolding
Part C: Scaffolding Example

41October 2018

If the student responds to Part C by selecting answer option C, record the 
student’s response and then present the next task.

If the student responds to Part C by selecting answer option A or answer 
option B, record the student’s response, provide the scaffolding below, and 
then ask the question again. 

If the student does not respond to Part C, record “no response,” provide the 
scaffolding below, and then ask the question again.
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Sample Task 1 - Part C
Scaffolding
Part C: Scaffolding Example

42October 2018

Remember, you have three groups. Each group has five buttons. Find the 
number sentence that shows the number of buttons. Show me the 
multiplication sentence to find the number of buttons Angela has.

Point to each answer option as you read it.

Three times one equals blank. Three times three equals blank. Three 
times five equals blank.

Record the student’s response and then present the next task.

If the student does not respond, record “no response” and then present the next task.

http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Sample Task 1 – Part C
Student Booklet

October 2018 43
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Indicating a Response

• Students should use the same response mode used 
in the classroom for the test.
• Pointing to a response

• Saying a response

• Signing a response

• Gazing at a response

• Using switch to select a response

• Accept any response mode.

October 2018 44
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Student Response 
Document

• The Test Examiner will record the student’s 
response and whether the response required 
scaffolding.

• Once the Test Examiner has completed the 
administration of the assessment, the 
student's responses will be entered into Nextera.

October 2018 45
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Student Response 
Document

October 2018 46

• The Test Examiner will record 
the student’s response on the 
Student Response Document.

• Record the answer choice that 
corresponds with the 
student's response or select 
“NR” if the student does not 
respond.

• Scaffolding is provided only if 
needed (as outlined in the 
Test Examiner Booklet) and 
should be recorded only if the 
student received additional 
scaffolding.
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Enter Student 
Responses in Nextera, 
the online system

October 2018 47

• Once the assessment is complete, the Test Examiner will use the 
completed Student Response Document to enter the student’s 
responses into the online system Nextera.
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Sample Task 2 - ELA

• Contain the same assessment components
• Test Examiner Booklet (“Say” and “Do” statements)

• Student Booklet (student materials containing graphics 
and answer options)

• Student Response Document

• Student considerations for administration 
• Think about the individual needs of one of your students 

as we review the second sample task.

• We will discuss two sample students and individual 
considerations for assessment for each. 

October 2018 48
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Sample Task 2 –
Scenario/Passage: The 
Cat Walk

49October 2018

We are going to read a text. The title of the text is “The Cat Walk.”

Point to the picture of the dog walking. Point to each shaded leg.

The shaded legs are off the ground. Most four-legged animals, such as dogs, 
walk the same way. They move the front leg on one side. At the same time, they 
move the back leg on the other side.
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Sample Task 2 –
Scenario/Passage: The 
Cat Walk

50October 2018

Cats are special animals. One thing that makes a cat different is the way it walks. 
The next time you see a cat, watch the way it walks.

Point to the picture of the cat walking. Point to each shaded leg.

The shaded legs are off the ground. A cat moves both legs on one side at the 
same time. First, the cat moves both left legs. Then, the cat moves both right 
legs.
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Sample Task 2 –
Scenario/Passage: The 
Cat Walk

51October 2018

The way cats walk is very special.

Point to the pictures of the giraffe and the camel as you mention them. Point to 
each shaded leg.

The shaded legs are off the ground. Only a few animals, such as the giraffe and 
the camel, walk the same way that a cat walks!

http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Sample Task 2 - Part A 
Low complexity content/High support

52October 2018

Which animal is this text MOSTLY about?

Point to the answer options as you read them.

Cat. Dog.
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Sample Task 2 - Part A 
Scaffolding
Part A: Scaffolding Example

53October 2018

If the student responds to Part A by choosing answer option A, record the 
student’s response and present Part B.

If the student responds to Part A by selecting answer option B, record the 
student’s response, provide the scaffolding below, and then ask the question 
again.

If the student does not respond to Part A, record “no response,” provide the 
scaffolding below, and then ask the question again.
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Sample Task 2 - Part A 
Scaffolding

54October 2018

Several animals are talked about in this text. The text MOSTLY tells about 
one animal being special. Which animal is this text MOSTLY about? 

Point to the answer options as you read them again.

Cat. Dog.

Record the student’s response and then present Part B.

If the student does not respond, record “no response” and then present Part B.
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Sample Task 2 – Part A 
Student Booklet

October 2018 55

Passage

Answer Options
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Sample Task 2 - Part B
Moderate complexity content/Moderate support

56October 2018

What is the main idea of this text? 

Point to the answer options as you read them. 

There are many different kinds of animals. Cats have a special way of walking. 
Cats are better than dogs.
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Sample Task 2 - Part B
Scaffolding

Part B: Scaffolding Example

57October 2018

If the student responds to Part B by selecting answer option B, record the 
student’s response and present Part C.

If the student responds to Part B by selecting answer option A or C, record the 
student’s response, provide scaffolding by covering the answer option that the 
student selected, and then ask the question again.

If the student does not respond to Part B, record “no response,” provide 
scaffolding by covering answer option C, and then ask the question again.
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Sample Task 2 - Part B
Scaffolding

58October 2018

Record the student’s response and then present Part C.

If the student does not respond, record “no response” and then present Part C.

Cover the answer option selected by the student OR answer option C if the 
student did not respond.

What is the main idea of this text? 

Point to the remaining answer options as you read them.
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Sample Task 2 – Part B
Student Booklet

October 2018 59

Same passage

Part B Answer Choices
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Sample Task 2 - Part C 
High complexity content/Low support

60October 2018

A main idea in the text is that cats are different from most other animals in a 
very special way.

Which sentence from the text BEST supports this idea?

Point to the answer options as you read them.

At the same time, they move the back leg on the other side. The next time 
you see a cat, watch the way it walks. Only a few animals, such as the giraffe 
and the camel, walk the same way that a cat walks!

At the same time, they move the back leg on the other side.

The next time you see a cat, watch the way it walks.

Only a few animals, such as the giraffe and the camel, walk the 
same way that a cat walks!

A

B

C

http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Sample Task 2 - Part C
Scaffolding
Part C: Scaffolding Example

61October 2018

If the student responds to Part C by selecting answer option C, record the 
student’s response and present the next task.

If the student responds to Part C by selecting answer option A or B, record the 
student’s response, provide the scaffolding below, and then ask the question 
again.

If the student does not respond to Part C, record “no response,” provide the 
scaffolding below, and then ask the question again.
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Sample Task 2 - Part C
Scaffolding

62October 2018

Record the student’s response and then present the next task.

If the student does not respond, record “no response” and then present the next task.

The main idea of a text is supported by details. A supporting detail could be a 
fact that tells more about the main idea.

The main idea in this text is that cats are different from most other animals in a 
very special way.

Which sentence from the text BEST supports this idea?

Point to the answer options as you read them again.

At the same time, they move the back leg on the other side. The next time you 
see a cat, watch the way it walks. Only a few animals, such as the giraffe and 
the camel, walk the same way that a cat walks!
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Sample Task 2 – Part C
Student Booklet
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Same passage

Part C Answer Choices
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Test Administration
Student Samples
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Student Example -
Emma
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Emma

Non-
verbal

Significant 
cognitive 
disability

Seizure 
condition

Limited 
range of 
motion

Eye gaze
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Student Example -
Emma
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Preparing 
for 

Assessment

Administer in 
the morning

Utilize eye 
gaze

Appropriate 
spacing of 

answer 
choices

U-shaped 
neck pillow

Latency 
tendencies

Additional 
support staff
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Student Example -
William
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William

Verbal

Significant 
cognitive 
disability

Cortical visual 
impairment

Tangibles

Materials are 
outlined in 

color

Limited 
understanding 

of concepts
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Student Example -
William
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Preparing 
for 

Assessment

Use 
tangibles as 
motivator

Textured 
answers

Reduce 
extraneous 

text

Color 
outlined 
materials

Additional 
support 

staff

Light box/ 
darkened 

room

If you don’t see an allowable accommodation remember to make a special 
accommodation request to the Assessment Department.  
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Preparing for the GAA 
2.0 
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Abilities Setting Presentation Materials Cautions

Mode of Communication

http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

Accommodations
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Accommodations

• Tasks may be accommodated to meet the needs of 
the diverse range of students participating in the 
GAA 2.0 Administration.

• Examples: 
• Varying the presentation mode or response mode

• Providing manipulatives to make a task more accessible

71October 2018
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Accommodations
• Must be based on what the student uses in daily 

instruction.
• Test Examiners should become familiar with the 

tasks and should practice using any accommodations 
with the student on sample items prior to 
administering the assessment.

• If using any assistive technology, practice with 
sample items to ensure technology is functioning 
properly. 

• Secure test materials should not be stored in the 
device.

• All Test Examiners will be acting as scribes by 
recording the student’s response.
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Accommodations 
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• Presentation Accommodations — presentation of test 
material and/or test directions.

• Examples: large print, braille, ASL, oral reading, color overlays, 
magnifiers

• Response Accommodations — manner in which students 
respond to or answer test questions.

• Examples: AAC device, pointing to answers, verbal answers, scribe, 
adapted writing tools

• Scheduling Accommodations —time allowance or 
scheduling of a test.

• Examples: breaks, optimal time of day for testing, multiple testing 
sessions

• Setting Accommodations —place in which the testing 
normally occurs.

• Examples: special education classroom, small group, individual 
administration, preferential seating
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Allowable Accommodations  
GAA 2.0
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A = Administration procedures 
allowable for all eligible students.

S = Standard accommodation 
required for eligible students.

C = Conditional Accommodation 
for required eligible students. 

http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Use of  Manipulatives

• General guidelines for selecting and using additional 
manipulatives in assessment should: 

• ensure the student uses the identified manipulatives in daily 
instruction throughout the year; 

• allow the student to participate meaningfully in both instruction 
and assessments; 

• provide an individual student access to an assessment task;

• does not affect the integrity of the assessment; and 

• is not solely used during assessment.

• Additional guidance for the use of tactile adapted 
materials and/or utilizing object replacement systems 
for students with visual impairments is forthcoming.
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Sign Language

• The Test Examiner/sign language interpreter should 
review forms prior to test administration and make 

appropriate notes in the Test Examiner Booklet.
• Must not use cluing inflection
• Must use consistent facial expression

• All signs must be conceptually accurate, translating 
only the content exactly as it appears without 
changing or adding information.

• The use of speaking and signing simultaneously 
permitted.

76October 2018

http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Use of  Physical 
Prompting

• The use of directive physical prompting, including 
hand-over-hand that leads the student to the 
correct answer, is not permitted. 

• This does not allow the student to independently 
show what they know and can do.
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Use of  Physical 
Prompting

• There may be some students who require physical 
support in order to engage with the materials 
based on a motor limitation or a specific sensory 
impairment (i.e., student who is blind).
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Use of  Physical 
Prompting
• Physical support is permitted as long as it does not 

lead the student to the correct answer. 

• It must allow a student to independently answer or 
make a choice.
• Holding a student’s arm steady at the elbow in order for them 

to independently make a choice is not considered directive 
physical prompting.

• For a student who is blind or visually impaired, leading a 
student’s hand to engage with each answer option equally 
while allowing the student to make a choice is not directive 
physical prompting.
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Redirection and 
Reinforcement 

• Redirections strategies are permitted when: 
• they are a part of the student’s daily instruction.

• they are used to redirect  or refocus the student. 

• they should never cue the correct answer.

• Test Examiners are allowed to encourage a student 
to persist.

• Encouragement should never cue the correct 
answer.
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Timing and Scheduling

• Every student is different with varying ability to stay on 
task. 

• Test Examiners may pause testing to take a break at any 
time, planned or unplanned. 

• The assessment is not timed and can be paused for a 
variety of reasons, including frustration, lack of 
engagement, refusal, etc. Use professional judgement 
based on your knowledge of your individual student. 

• The Test Examiner may pause and resume the 
administration of as often as necessary during the 
whole administration window. 
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Timing and 
Scheduling
• Test Examiners may determine the order content 

area tests are administered. 
• For example, a Test Examiner can choose any content 

area to begin with (ELA, math, science, social studies). 

• Tasks must be administered sequentially within a 
content area. 
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Repeating Task Text

• Follow administration directions.

• Repeat script upon the student’s request.

• Response time is based on the individual needs of 
each student.

• The teacher’s script can be repeated up to two 
times.

• Student request

• Pausing/resuming assessment

• Individual student need
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Additional Accommodation 
Considerations

• Before assessment – utilize the sample tasks to 
have your student practice selecting a response 
with a given accommodation.

• During assessment – avoid anything that cues an 
answer and utilize strategies and accommodations 
that the student is familiar with.

• After assessment – enter student responses in 
Nextera. Ensure that all test materials are 
accounted for, and provide all test materials to the 
System Test Coordinator for return to Questar.
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Key Dates, Resources 
and Contacts
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2018-19 Key Dates
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Prior to Testing

Training Webinar
• Orientation to new assessment
• Deeper look at test design

October 29 and 31, 2018

Receive Nextera Admin Access December 2018

Braille Order Window Opens December 2018

Training Webinar
• All Things Nextera

January 16 and 23, 2019

Pre-Administration Webinar
• Final Test Prep

February 25 and 27, 2019

Test Materials Arrive in Systems March 6, 2019

Spring 2019 Test Administration March 25-May 3, 2019

Deadline to Return Materials to Questar May 10, 2019

Training Webinar
• Interpreting Results

TBD

http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Additional Resources
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• In addition to training webinars, the following 
materials will be available prior to testing. 

Material Method /Location Audience

Nextera Admin Setup and 
Installation Guide (SIG)

PDF / Nextera Help Tab
District and School Technical 
Coordinators

Test Administration Manual 
(TAM)

PDF / Nextera Help Tab
System Testing Coordinators; 
Special Education Directors

Nextera Quick Reference 
Guides:
Brief job aids for common 
tasks

PDF / Nextera Help Tab
System Testing Coordinators; 
Special Education Directors

Nextera Quick Tips:
Brief video tutorials 
demonstrating common tasks

Video / Nextera Help Tab
System Testing Coordinators; 
Special Education Directors
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Materials Ordering
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• Paper materials shipped based on Pre-ID file 
provided by GaDOE to Questar in December

• Braille materials shipped per survey response

• There will be an Additional Material Order (AMO) 
window in January 2019 for all materials.
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GAA 2.0 Resources
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Available on the GA Dept. of Ed - GAA 2.0 website

• Eligibility Criteria for Participation on GAA 2.0 (posted)

• Blueprints (posted)

• Extended Standards (posted)

• Sample Tasks (coming soon)

• Accommodations Manual and Information 

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GAA_2.aspx

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Teacher Resources
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Additional Resources

Teacher 
Resource Link 

(TRL)
http://bit.ly/AccessOneNote

PowerPoint to 
the TRL

http://www.gadoe.org/Technology-
Services/SLDS/Pages/GAA-Resources-In-TRL.aspx

Resource 
Board 

Requires a password

http://www.gadoe.org/
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GAA 2.0 Waiver Status

• Georgia submitted an ESSA waiver request to exclude GAA 2.0 
results from accountability calculations in 2018-2019 as a 
precautionary measure given the newness of the GAA 2.0 and the 
unfamiliarity that students and teachers have with the redesigned 
assessment format.

• USED expressed concerns about excluding results for this 
population of students in accountability calculations.

• However, USED has agreed to place this waiver request on 
hold until after the spring 2019 administration.

• At that time, we can submit an addendum to the waiver 
request using information and data from the spring 2019 
administration in support of the waiver if needed. 

• If this step is needed, USED has agreed to expedite review of 
the waiver request.
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Contact Information

Mary Nesbit-McBride –
Assessment Specialist, GaDOE

mnesbit@doe.k12.ga.us
(404) 232-1207

Sandy Greene – Director, 
Assessment Administration, 
GaDOE

sgreene@doe.k12.ga.us
(404) 656-0478

Jan Reyes – Director, Assessment 
Development, GaDOE 

jreyes@doe.k12.ga.us
(404) 463-6665

Crystal R. Callaway – Education 
Program Specialist for 
Compliance, GaDOE

ccallaway@doe.k12.ga.us
(404) 657-9969

Carson D. Cochran – Program 
Manager, GaDOE 

ccochran@doe.k12.ga.us
(470) 316-8662 

Questar’s Customer Support
GA@QuestarAI.com
(866) 997-0698 – Toll free

October 2018 92

http://www.gadoe.org/
mailto:mnesbit@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:sgreene@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:jreyes@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:ccallaway@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:ccochran@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:GA@QuestarAI.com


Richard Woods 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

93

Thank You!

~

Questions?
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